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‘Clifton’ by Fairfax History Commis-
sioner Lynne Garvey-Hodge seeks

to tell the history of Clifton
through pictures and photographs

taken by town members through
the generations.
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News

School Board
gives final OK
to new school.

T
he Fairfax County School
Board gave final approval to
the construction of a new

South County Middle School Jan. 22,
promising to complete the school by
2012.

The new middle school was origi-
nally scheduled to open several years
from now, but residents in the Fairfax
Station and Lorton area have lobbied
the school board, Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors, Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly and even congress-
men to push up its start date.

Community members said the new
middle school is needed to relieve
capacity problems at South County
Secondary School, which has been
one of the most overcrowded schools

in the county since it opened in
2005. When the new middle school
opens, South County Secondary will
be converted into a high school and
the student population will be
spread across the two buildings.

“I’m really, really relieved. This has
been a long time coming. It really
completes the South County area
and will accommodate all the
growth that is taking place,” said
School Board member Liz Bradsher
(Springfield), who, as a South
County parent, led the effort to get
both the secondary school and the
middle school built.

SOUTH COUNTY parents hope the
new middle school would cause the
School Board to redraw some of the
South County school boundaries.
Currently, some families that live
within a mile of South County Sec-
ondary School attend Hayfield Sec-
ondary School approximately 7

Middle
School Set
For 2012

“This is $30 million
we don’t have to
build a building we
don’t need.”

— School Board Member
Stu Gibson (Hunter Mill)

Author Lynne Garvey-Hodge signs a copy of her book ‘Clifton’ for
Doug Detwiler, a former Clifton resident.

Clifton in Black and White
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Author signs copies of
book that chronicles
town history through
photographs.

F
or Clifton resident and his
torian Lynne Garvey-Hodge,
using mostly pictures to tell
the story of Clifton’s history

was a tall order. She wrote over
100,000 words for her original manu-
script. Arcadia Publishing, known for
its “Images of America” series, limited
her to 18,000, 350 for every chapter
and just 70 per caption. She joked that
it was an exercise in brevity.

On Sunday, Jan. 25 Garvey-Hodge
hosted a book signing event for
“Clifton” at The Canary Cottage bed
and breakfast she operates on Main
Street of town. From 1-4 p.m., a gath-
ering of friends, colleagues and resi-
dents filled the main floor while
Garvey-Hodge signed copies of her
book at the rear of the home.

“Clifton” uses photographs from a
multitude of different sources to paint
a timeline of the town’s history
stretching back to its purchase by En-
glishmen in 1710 to the Civil War and
subsequent change to the town’s cur-

rent name through the modern progressive
era. Garvey-Hodge said in addition to the
photos she was able to procure from her
town neighbors, some of whom have lived
in Clifton for generations, she also spent a
good deal of time researching at The Vir-
ginia Room in Fairfax and the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C.. Because the
book was a pictorial essay, some aspects of

the town’s history without pho-
tographic evidence, like the
string of reported UFO sightings
in 1952, didn’t make it into the
book. Still, Garvey-Hodge said
the format had its advantages.

“I knew it was something I

could do without years and years of re-
search,” she said

Garvey-Hodge said Clifton represented a
very affluent cross-section of the country’s
history

“I really think we are what America is all
about these days,” she said.

“Clifton” by Lynne Garvey-Hodge is avail-
able at major retail outlets including Bor-
ders, and Barnes and Noble for $21.95. It
is also available in local stores within Clifton
such as The Clifton General Store on Main
Street and The Cottage Arts on Chapel Road
and from internet outlets such as
Amazon.com.

— Derek B. Johnson

“I really think we are what
America is all about these days.”

— Lynne Garvey-Hodge

Local Businesses Go Virtual
Online chamber of commerce seeks to meld
modern technology with sense of community.

By Derek B. Johnson

The Connection

O
ver the next 10 years, the south-
ern portion of Fairfax County is
expected to be one of the fastest

growing regions of the county. A congres-
sionally mandated consolidation of military
and defense personnel (BRAC) will bring
more than 19,000 federal jobs to Fort
Belvoir and surrounding areas, along with
thousands of private sector support employ-
ment by 2011. A new elementary school in
Laurel Hill is currently being staffed and a
new middle school is in the works.

A group of South County businessmen,
unsatisfied with their memberships at
chambers of commerce in Springfield or
Alexandria, were looking for a way to be-
gin coordinating with their neighbors on an

overall business strategy for the develop-
ing area.

“You know this part of Fairfax County is
probably the fastest growing area in the
Washington region,” said Peter Weyland,
vice chairman and co-founder of the newly
formed South Fairfax Chamber of Com-
merce.

In a time of national recession, the Lorton
and Laurel Hill areas continue to plan and
build office space, townhouses and retail
outlets to ensure that enough infrastructure
is available to service the expected surge in
population and foot traffic.

“We have new businesses, new people
have moved in. We really didn’t feel a close
affiliation with the existing chambers,” said
Weyland, who owns Look.net, LC in Lorton,
a Web-based company. “We’re a new area,
other chambers are legacy chambers who

have been around for a long time [and]
have issues other than a newly developed
area.”

KEEPING WITH the theme of looking for-
ward, Weyland, along with fellow founders
Shep Crow of The Cricket Box in
Kingstowne and Tim Rizer of ITEM Inc. in
Alexandria, decided to make the chamber
almost a completely online experience.
They had caught wind of a company based
out in Quincy, Calif., that developed a soft-
ware program called Chamber Nation,
which is designed specifically for
transitioning brick and mortar chambers of
commerce to the online world.

Instead of spending money finding a
building, hiring staff, printing newsletters
and dealing with the assortment of other
costs that come with running a chamber,
the three businessmen decided to jump right
onto the net and build a foundation there.

“We’re going to be the new kind of cham

See Chamber,  Page 10

See Board,  Page 10
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Students from Temple B’nai Shalom of Fairfax Station gather outside
the Supreme Court between visits to their House and Senate offices
last weekend.

Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill Connection Editor Michael O’Connell

703-917-6440 or moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Parents Seek Aid for Disabled Children
Howell warns against ‘draconian cuts.’

Helen Hollis went to Richmond to
thank legislators for her son’s MR
waiver.

By Stephanie Power

Capital News Service

H
elen Hollis is a Fairfax County
mother of two. Her daughter
graduated from Mount Vernon

High School in 2000 and her 22-year-old
son has significant delays in his cognitive
development ability, with autistic tenden-
cies and some retardation.

Because of a Medicaid
waiver received in July,
Hollis’ son now lives in a
group home in Richmond
called Hands of Unity. Hollis
attended a General Assembly
public hearing last week,
Monday, Jan. 19, to speak up
for those still on the waiting
list to receive waivers.

Hollis had been on the
waiting list since before age
10.

“We’ve had many peaks and valleys along
the way,” Hollis told legislators from the
Senate Finance and House Appropriations
committees. “We’ve had day-to-day behav-
ioral challenges.”
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Hollis was one of 165 people who signed
up to speak at the hearing, which gave the
public a chance to address Gov. Tim Kaine’s
proposed budget cuts.

According to Del. Kirk Cox (R-66) of the
House Appropriations Committee, 80 per-
cent of the speakers spoke on the issue of
Medicaid waivers, which provide at-home
services and benefits for mentally retarded
individuals.

The Medicaid waivers,
known as mental retarda-
tion waivers, make services
found in state institutions
available for qualifying in-
dividuals inside their house.
They help relieve the cost of
keeping those individuals at
home.

According to Cox, about
4,200 Virginians are cur-
rently wait-listed.

Cox filed House Bill 1853, which would
eliminate the wait list for mental retarda-
tion waivers in 10 years.

“Each of our families is unique,” Hollis
said. “There are times when help is needed,
when caring for a family and raising a dis-

abled child to become the best that they can
become.”

Hollis said she is thankful for the care her
son is receiving.

“The disabled child or children, teenag-

ers or young adults deserve the resources
to help them reach their fullest potential,”
Hollis said.

To balance Virginia’s 2009 budget, legis-
lators must cut nearly $4 billion. Kaine’s
proposed cuts affect areas like education,
transportation and health care.

State Sen. Janet Howell (D-32), a mem-
ber of the Senate Finance Committee,
knows how serious cuts to mental-health
funding are.

“We’re 48th among the states with what
we do in public services, so to have to cut is
just intolerable,” Howell said. “We’re try-
ing to do as little damage as possible to
public education and services.”

Howell said that if Kaine’s proposed ciga-
rette-tax increase of 30 cents per pack is
too tough to sell, the outcome would be
“draconian” because Kaine earmarked the
proceeds of the tax increase for health pro-
grams.

“We’re cutting, literally, lifelines for
people,” Howell said. “If we don’t get a sub-
stantial federal stimulus package for Med-
icaid, people are going to suffer and possi-
bly die as a result.”

Co-patrons of HB 1853 include Dels. Dave
Marsden (D-41), David Poisson (D-32), Tom
Rust (R-86) and Mark Sickles (D-43).

“We’ve had
many peaks
and valleys
along the way.”

— Helen Hollis

Jewish Teens Learn About Social Justice
Teens from Temple B’nai Shalom learn
to make voices heard on Capitol Hill.

By Steve Hibbard

The Connection

L
ast weekend, a group of Reform
Jewish high school students from
Temple B’nai Shalom of Fairfax
Station joined more than 250

teens from across the U.S. to look at social
justice and public policy issues through Jew-
ish eyes.

The students had the
chance to voice their
opinions to their mem-
bers of Congress, visit-
ing the offices of U.S.
Sens. James Webb (D-
Va.) and Mark Warner
(D-Va.) and of U.S.
Reps. Gerald Connolly
(D-11) and Frank R.
Wolf (R-10).

THE TEENS partici-
pated in the Bernard
and Audre  Rapoport
L’Taken Social Justice Seminar, a four-day
seminar sponsored by the Religious Action
Center of Reform Judaism (RAC). They
studied a variety of programs that looked
at homelessness, health care, poverty and
the environment.

“The program is really designed to speak
to the students in a sophisticated language
that they can understand, and enable them
to feel empowered even though they’re
teenagers,” said Amy R. Perlin, senior rabbi
of Temple B’nai Shalom. “I think it’s a won-
derful program.”

The RAC is the Washington office of the
Union for Reform Judaism, whose 900 con-

gregations across
North America en-
compass 1.5 million
Reform Jews, and
the Central Confer-
ence of American
Rabbis, whose mem-
bership includes
more than 1,800 Re-
form rabbis.

“The purpose was
for them to learn
about Judaism and
social justice and
specific issues that
are going on today,

and how they can make their voice heard
on the Hill on these specific issues,” said
RAC Program Director Rabbi Michael
Namath of the L’Taken seminar.

“The [program] creates such an aware-
ness of the American political system and

the way an individual can make a differ-
ence,” said Perlin. “It’s wonderful because
it teaches these young people to be partici-
pants in the process.”

“We teach ‘tikkun olam’ — to repair the
world,” she said. “The word “L’Taken” means

‘to repair.’”
The group participated in a candle-lit

Havdalah service on the steps of the
Jefferson Memorial. They also visited the
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“It’s wonderful
because it teaches
these young people
to be participants in
the process.”

— Amy R. Perlin, senior rabbi
of Temple B’nai Shalom

See D.C. Visit,  Page 5
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Teen Stuck By
Car Dies

Shahm Khaznadar, 16, died
Monday, Jan. 26, five days after
being struck by a vehicle while
chasing his school bus on the
morning of Jan. 21. According to
a Fairfax County Police release, at
approximately 6:45 a.m., a 1998
Ford Mustang driven by an uni-
dentified 51-year-old Alexandria
woman was driving in the east
lane of Burke Centre Parkway near
Marshall Pond when it struck
Khaznadar, a student at Robinson
Secondary.

“[He] was apparently running to
try and catch the school bus and
ran out in front of the car,” said
police spokesman Ed Azcarate.

The boy was flown to Fairfax
Inova Hospital and was admitted
with life threatening injuries. On
Monday Jan. 26, Khaznadar suc-
cumbed to his injuries. The driver
of the Mustang was not seriously
injured.

Azcarate said police were inves-
tigating the incident and believe
both speed and alcohol were not
factors. No charges are pending in
the case, according to the release.

“We had a detective working on
the scene and we’ve been talking
to witnesses,” he said.

— Derek B. Johnson

McAuliffe Raises
Most Money

During 2008, Attorney General
Bob McDonnell (R) raised more
money than any of the three
Democratic candidates he will face
in Virginia’s gubernatorial race this
year. But former Democratic Na-
tional Committee chair Terry
McAuliffe has taken lead when it
comes to Fairfax County fund rais-
ing.

McAuliffe, the only Fairfax
County resident in the race, col-
lected $440,113 from the locality’s
residents and businesses while
McDonnell received $228,115,
former Alexandria Del. Brian
Moran received $343,112 and
state Sen. Creigh Deeds received
$123, 860 from sources in Fairfax
County.

McDonnell, Moran and Deeds
have been preparing for years to
run for governor in 2009 and be-
gan some of their serious
fundraising early in 2008.
McAuliffe announced his candi-
dacy relatively late and only
started to raise money during the
last two months of year.

— Julia O’Donoghue

News Briefs

News

County Gets ‘Shovel Ready’
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Projects like the unfinished portion of Fairfax County Parkway are
prime candidates for federal funding under the proposed stimulus
package.

“We don’t know what the
rules are going to be.”

— Joan Morris, VDOT spokesman

By Derek B. Johnson

The Connection

T
he term “shovel ready” has been
on the lips of many public offi-
cials ever since President Barack
Obama (D) revealed that the

federal government would send billions of
dollars to each state to help fund various
infrastructure projects.

As a result, states and localities are com-
piling lists of unfunded or delayed construc-
tion projects for schools, roads, bridges and
buildings that are ready to begin breaking
ground within the next 1-2 years. The
stimulus bill is still being drafted in Con-
gress and has yet to be approved. Part of
the problem is determining what projects
will be eligible, regardless of their shovel-
ready status.

“It’s too early to speculate until there’s a
stimulus package,” said Joan Morris,
spokesperson for the Virginia Department
of Transportation. “We don’t know what the
rules are going to be.”

Nevertheless, state and county officials
have already identified a host of transpor-
tation projects that they believe would be
candidates under the proposed bill. One
view held among some state officials is that
previously designated projects, which ran
out of funding or were delayed in the after-
math of the fall 2008 financial meltdown,
are the likeliest choices for federal funding.

“Projects cut or delayed from the plan
would obviously be candidates under a
stimulus bill,” said Morris.

Officials make list
of road projects that
may be eligible
for federal funding.

State Sen. George Barker (D-39) pointed
to the unfinished portion of Fairfax County
Parkway and Telegraph Road improvements
as a prime examples of the type of projects
that could get moving quickly enough to
qualify.

Barker shared the belief that these
projects would be among the first to be con-
sidered and would take some of the bur-
den off the state government and Fairfax
County while they deal with their own bud-
get woes.

“The advantage of federal money is that
it can be used to do a number of construc-
tion projects that we’ve planned in the past
but don’t have the funds for,” said Barker.

Here is a list of transportation projects
compiled by the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors sent to the Fairfax County del-
egation to the 111th Congress. All projects
are ready to break ground before 2010 and

are listed with the amount still left un-
funded:

❖ $60 million to complete phases three
and four of Fairfax County Parkway through
to the Engineering Proving Grounds in
Springfield

❖ $9 million to complete construction of
a secondary road from Old Keene Mill Road
to Fairfax County Parkway in Springfield

❖ $20 million to complete improvements
on Interstate Route 29/Gallows Road in
Fairfax

❖ $11 million to complete construction
of Mulligan Road (Old Mill Connector
Road) through Fort Belvoir

❖ $49 million to complete construction
of Telegraph Road

❖ $900 million to complete phase one of
the Dulles Rail Project

❖ $4.1 million to fund more powerful lo-
comotives for the Virginia Railways Express.

Ian Johns playing the
role of Daddy, Brendan
Rice playing Baby and
Samantha Melvin,
playing the role of
Mommy, present the
production of ‘Baby’ as
part of the Liberty
District Theatre One-Act
Festival at Marshall
High School on Jan. 24.

Mommy, Daddy
And ‘Baby’
Makes Three

Photo by

Robbie Hammer
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• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases
• 14 yrs. Naval service, 6 yrs. Active Duty

• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network Doctor,

Vision One, Blue Choice, Avesis, VCA, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS,

PHCS, Spectera, VSP®  Network Doctor

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
O P T O M E T R I S T

www.drsweetnam.com

U S E
Y O U R
T R I C A R E
B E N E F I T !

New Lorton Office
NOW OPEN

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

WELCOME TO
MICKIE SHEA

Long & Foster is proud to
announce the affiliation of

another Top Producer
Mickie Shea

with our
Burke/Fairfax Station Office.

Mickie can be reached at
703-503-1817

renovated American History
Museum, went to dinner in
Georgetown and Pentagon Row
and had a service at the Jefferson
Memorial.

They spent the final day on Capi-
tol Hill participating in the advo-
cacy process firsthand by meeting
with  members of Congress and
their staff.

“This program allows students
to discover the connection be-
tween  Judaism and social justice.
At the end of the four days, the
participants understand the Jew-
ish mandate to be a part of social
and  political change,” said
Namath. “When people care about
an issue, that’s when action hap-
pens,” he said.

Aaron Green, 17, of Burke, said
the overall experience was great
because most teenagers don’t re-
ally have a chance to get involved.
The best part, said the senior at
Lake Braddock Secondary, was
meeting with his representatives’
staffs in the House of Representa-
tives and Senate. “It was very well
organized because they had all the
activities planned out,” he said.

D.C. Visit
News

From Page 3

THIS IS “O’BRIEN”
An orange Domestic
Short Hair, neutered
male. His D.O.B. is
5/11/04. O’Brien is
a love bug. He will
win you over once
you meet him. He
has the loudest
purr you have
ever heard.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3.
4057 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387
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The County Line

T
he Fairfax County
School Board is
considering chang-
ing school start and

dismissal times, in part to
streamline transportation
schedules and costs, and in part
to consider a later start time for
high school students.

No decision has been made
on changing the bell schedule,
and no decision has been made
on any programs that could be
impacted such as after-school
activities and athletics.

Before making a decision, the
School Board will seek input
from parents, staff and commu-
nity members through six com-
munity dialogues in planning
stages for the last week in Feb-
ruary plus a survey that will be
posted on the schools Web site
the first week of February.

Members of a grass-roots par-
ent organization, SLEEP, (Start
Later for Excellence in Educa-
tion Proposal) have been advo-
cating for a later high-school
start time for years, arguing
that scientific research shows
that early start times are un-
healthy for most teens. SLEEP
organizers asked some of their
supporters to share their expe-
riences with the current high
school start times; here are
some excerpts.

For many more submissions from parents,
see www.ConnectionNewspapers.com.For
more on start times, see
www.sleepinfairfax.org and www.fcps.edu.

FAIRFAX HIGH SCHOOL
My family has found it extremely diffi-

cult adjusting to the early start times of high
school in Fairfax County. It was a shock to
our systems when my twin daughters
started their freshman year at Fairfax High
School. We live at the western edge of the
school boundary for FHS. The bus comes
to our neighborhood at 6:15. In their fresh-
man year and for part of their sophomore
year, before they could drive, we were out
of bed by 5:30 so they could make that 6:15
bus. My girls would arrive at school by 6:50
for a start time of 7:20. I was told stories of
fellow students who would find a quiet hall
to lie down in and catch a few more min-
utes of sleep during the 30 minutes they
had to wait for school to start. … I can think
of no reason that serves our children for
them to start their day so early.

My girls are now 16-year-old juniors. I
insisted that we get them a car so they could
drive themselves to school. Now we get up
at 6. They leave the house at 6:40 and get
to school at least 10 minutes before school
starts. Of course, I start my day with them.
So at 6:45, I often try to get started on some
household business. But, I usually can’t. No

one is available so early in the morning.
Only our children and the teachers and ad-
ministrators who serve them. … As numer-
ous studies have shown everyone who has
paid any attention to this issue, these teen-
agers cannot get themselves to go to sleep
at an early enough time to get the eight-
nine hours of sleep they need.

— Denise A. Groppe, Fairfax

KIDS SUFFER
My son who is in seventh grade must get

up at 5:50 in the morning to get on his bus
by 6:30. I am a physician, and am well
aware of the hormonal changes young
adults go through, and one of these is the
nocturnal shift of their sleep/wake cycle. I
am already noticing that my son is more
depressed and irritable during the week; he
needs to sleep many hours on the weekend
to make it up. There is only one reason later
times are not changed — money. Should
our kids suffer for it?

— Robert Hally, M.D.,
Fairfax Station/Robinson

Our daughter definitely has trouble func-
tioning early in the morning. Despite the
fact that she goes to bed by 9:30 or 10, she
is frequently in a nearly comatose state at
6 a.m. She has absolutely never been ca-
pable of eating breakfast in the morning.
At times, she is so incapable of functioning
that she misses large parts of her first pe-

I am the father of three kids, 19, 14, 12,
and have seen the impact of the early bell
schedule on my 19-year-old son while he
went through seventh-12th grade at Lake
Braddock. He routinely slept through first
period and correspondingly struggled with
grades in those classes all six years. He was
also so tired that one or two times a week
he would come home from school and
promptly fall asleep for two-three hours. He
… is now a sophomore at George Mason
where his first class doesn’t start until 9:30.

My 14-year-old daughter is in eighth
grade at Frost Middle School and is also
struggling with the early bell schedule. She
too has to take a nap one or two times a
week after getting home from school. Re-
cently, she came home exhausted and went
to bed at 3:30 and didn’t wake up until 5:30
the next morning. I don’t believe this is
healthy for her and detracts from family
time. …

I am also a stepfather for three boys and
the youngest is 7 and in first grade at Oak
View. He is up on his own and then waits at
least 45 minutes for the bus to take him to
school at 7:50. My other two stepsons are
15 and 11 and attend private school with
start times of 8:10 and 8, respectively and
both have much more energy when they get
home from school.

I have no doubt that cognitive abilities
[of high school students] are better suited
to a later start time.

— Tim McCurdy, Fairfax

My daughter just started seventh grade
at Robinson Secondary School this past
autumn. I have always been in favor of
SLEEP’s agenda for a variety of reasons.
After the first few months on the current
schedule, it is now glaringly apparent how
important it is to change the current bus
schedules.

My daughter is now 13-years-old. This
year, she is picked up by the bus for
Robinson at 6:40. She usually has to set her
alarm for 5:45 a.m. There have been many
nights where she has had to go to bed of
her own volition since she is so tired. How
many 13-year-olds would do that except
under strained circumstances? She has of-
ten complained of being overly tired in the
afternoons and evenings and this does af-
fect her mood and interpersonal interac-
tions. Most weekends we try to let her just
sleep until she naturally wakes up to make
up for lost sleep during the week. She now
sleeps until 10-11a.m. regularly on the
weekends.

I thank you for your on-going efforts to
make these changes happen as soon as bu-
reaucratically possible. I hope … we live to
see the changes take place before my daugh-
ter graduates in 2014.

— Larry M. Meinstein,
Fairfax/Robinson

A Time To Sleep? Parents share some of the
challenges of getting students up
before dawn to go to school.

riod. Frequently, when she is on
time, she is terribly tired in
class. By the time she gets home
she has no energy left for what
used to be her normal activities.
She has given up soccer and
dance. …

We truly believe the general
population would be greatly
served by having later start
times for the middle and high
schools.

— Stacey L. Huffman,
Robinson/Burke

My son is a sophomore at
Lake Braddock High School.
Nick has to be up by 6 a.m. He
is one of the lucky ones, the bus
picks him up in front of our
house at 6:50 a.m. I sit by the
window watching for the bus
while he eats breakfast, other-
wise he eats in an anxious rush
worrying he’ll miss the bus. …
Nick is definitely not alert in the
early morning. He participates
in music programs at school,
takes guitar lessons and works
one night a week. … He needs
to be to bed by 10 p.m. in order
to get up in time and many
times he has not finished his
homework. He often falls asleep
while reading. A later start time
makes so much more sense.
— Shelley Jennings, Burke

I have a son in high school who is bor-
derline inattentive ADD. He strongly dislikes
the medications we have tried and does not
like the way they make him feel.  Occasion-
ally, I Iet him sleep in when I feel that he
can miss his first class and really needs more
sleep. On those days, he finds it possible to
pay attention in class without medication.

— Julia Margulies, Woodson/Fairfax

My son, who is now in college, struggled
with the early start times all through high
school. I can simply illustrate this by the
following story.

In ninth grade, he was very excited about
taking Latin. He did very well and was ex-
cited about the prospects of learning Latin
as a basis for a future in anthropology. In
10th grade he took Latin II and ended up
with it first period. Unfortunately, I was
soon forced to ask his Latin teacher why
his interim grade was an “F.” He explained,
“because he sleeps in class.” He suggested
that we insist that my son get to bed ear-
lier. He was already going to bed by 10:30,
which for a child at that age was relatively
early. I can tell you he was not sleeping in
class because he was staying up too late and
not because of a lack of interest in Latin.

— Karen Matthews,
Fairfax Station/Lake Braddock

Much more at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Share  your thoughts, Email

MKimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Robinson students on the school bus before 7 a.m.
in this undated file photo.
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Help Your Child Do
Better in School!
Make this your child’s
best school year EVER!

Springfield
Burke, Fairfax Station

703-451-4466

Your child can learn.

Alexandria
Mt. Vernon, Lorton

703-541-2211
Open Monday - Thursday & Weekends

Mention this ad and
SAVE $50 OFF DIAGNOSTIC TEST

EXAM PREP
AVAILABLE

Independently
owned and operated.

Reading, Writing, Math,
Study Skills, SAT Prep

When it comes to helping kids with the new school year, no
one does it better than Huntington. If your child struggles
with homework, can’t keep up with new classwork, or just
wants to get ahead, call us. We can help. We can diagnose
what is keeping your child from being his or her best and
create a program of instruction tailored to his or her need.
Just a few hours a week can improve your child’s skills,
confidence, and motivation.

Schools

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Ray Yankey of Fairfax Station, a
freshmen majoring in general engineer-
ing, has been selected to be a member
of Virginia Tech’s a cappella group,
Mixed Emotions. To become a member
of Mixed Emotions, students must audi-
tion at the beginning of each semester
for all voice parts including vocal per-
cussionist. The group hosts one major
concert each semester that showcases a
range of music genres. They also sing
throughout the year for fund raisers,
charity events and campus organiza-
tions.

Abdullah Alsaeed of Clifton par-
ticipated in Valparaiso University’s
College of Business Administration an-
nual Assessment Center. Business
students at the Indiana college are
placed in roles that give them practice
responding to real-life situations, while
local business executives observe and
offer feedback on the students’ commu-
nications skills and teamwork. Alsaeed,
a business major, is the son of
Abdulrahman Alsaeed and Ibtisam Al-
Hermaid.

Robert J. Farlow of Clifton has
been named to the fall 2008 dean’s list
at Furman University of Greenville, S.C.
Farlow is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert Farlow of Archlaw Drive, Clifton.

Patrick C. Barron of Fairfax Sta-
tion has been named to the fall 2008
dean’s list at Furman University of
Greenville, S.C. Barron is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. David Barron of Flora Lee
Drive, Fairfax Station.

Now! Thousands
of pictures of
sports, graduations,
current events
and more—never
published, but posted
on the Web. Free for
evaluation, available
for prints.

Click on “Photo Gallery”
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Laurel Hill/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Assistant Editor Paula Friedrich

703-917-6459 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

The Chocolate Lovers Festival
will be Feb. 7-8 in Old Town Fairfax,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. Contact 703-
385-1661 or www.chocolatefestival.net for admission fees and schedule.
❖ Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at Fire Station 3, 4081

University Drive.
❖ Craft Show, Bake Sale and Friendship Raffle, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at

Fire Station 3, 4081 University Drive.
❖ Scouts and Crafts at City of Fairfax Regional Library, 10 a.m.-

12 p.m. at 10360 North St.
❖ Question and answer session with Warren Brown and

Norman R. Davis, 10-11 a.m. at City Hall Annex, 10455 Armstrong
St.

❖ Lunch at Fire Station 3, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at 4081 University Drive.
❖ Child Fingerprinting by the Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office, 10

a.m.–3 p.m. at Fairfax Court House, 4000 Chain Bridge Road.
❖ Taste of Chocolate at Old Town Hall, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at 3999

University Drive. Cakes, candies, brownies, fudge, ice cream and more.
❖ Chocolate Challenge, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at City Hall Atrium, 10455

Armstrong St.
❖ The Chocolate Caper Mock Trial, 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. at Fairfax

Court House, 4000 Chain Bridge Road, with the Fairfax Bar Association.
❖ Turley the Magician, 11 a.m. at City of Fairfax Regional Library,

10360 North St.
❖ Jim Moyers Circus Club, 12 p.m. on South Street and University

Drive, weather permitting.
❖ So You Think You’re Smarter Than a Lawyer? 11:30 a.m. at

Fairfax Court House, 4000 Chain Bridge Road.
❖ Chocolate-Covered Fairy Tales, 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. at City Hall

Annex, 10455 Armstrong St.
❖ An Afternoon With the Living History Foundation, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

at the Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 Main St. Games and
dancing of the early 1800s.

❖ Legato School Open House, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Route 123/Chain
Bridge Road, between Judicial Drive and Sager Avenue. Learn about the
heritage of chocolate.

❖ Ford House Open House, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 3977 Chain Bridge Road,
childhood home of Civil War spy Antonia Ford.

❖ Ratcliffe-Allison Open House, 12-4 p.m. at 10386 Main St.,
depicting lives of everyday people in 19th century Fairfax.

The Philadelphia
Dance Company,

also known as
Philadanco, per-

forms at George
Mason University’s
Center for the Arts
on Saturday, Jan. 31.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/JAN. 29
Stories and Science, 4 p.m. Stories,

activities and an age-appropriate
science experiment. Age 4-6 with
adult. John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria. 703-971-
0010.

Ponderings: Hibernators, 4:30-6
p.m. at Hidden Pond Nature Center,
8510 Greeley Blvd., Springfield.
Search for den sites of hibernating
animals. Ages 6-10, reservations
required. $5 per child. 703-451-9588.

Milkweeds, Grasshoppers and Box
Turtles, 7-8:30 p.m. at Huntley
Meadows Park & Visitor Center, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Learn
why native grasses and wildflowers
are important. 703-768-2525.

Robert E. Lee High School
Orientation for rising ninth
graders and their parents/
guardians, 6:45 pm in the school
auditorium, 6450 Franconia Road in
Springfield, followed by Curriculum
Night for all students and parents at
7 p.m. Adam.Greenberg@fcps.edu.

FRIDAY/JAN. 30
Lunch Bunch, 12 p.m. Bring lunch and

join us for stories. Birth-5. John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. 703-971-0010.

Chop Tank Murphy. 8:30 p.m. Kate’s
Irish Pub, 6131 Backlick Road
Springfield. katesirishpub.com.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
Philadelphia Dance Company, 8

p.m. at George Mason University’s
Center for the Arts, on the
Fairfax campus at the
intersection of Braddock
Road and Route 123. Free
p r e -
performance
discussion
begins at
7:15 p.m.
on the
Center’s
Grand
Tier III.
Tickets
$21-$42, age
12 and under
half price.
Charge by
phone at 888-
945-2468 or at
www.tickets.com.
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

VITA Tax Assistance, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. IRS-certified volunteers
help taxpayers who earned up to
$42K. Adults. Kingstowne Library,
6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. 703-339-4610.

Chop Tank Murphy. 8:30 p.m.
Kate’s Irish Pub, 6131 Backlick
Road Springfield. 703-866-0860 or
katesirishpub.com.

Winter Hike: Hawks and Marsh
ducks, 1-3:30 p.m. at Huntley
Meadows Park & Visitor Center,
3701 Lockheed Blvd.,
Alexandria. Look for winter
hawks and other birds. For
hikers age nine and up. $6 per
person. 703-768-2525.

ZO2 and more. 9 p.m. Tickets $5.
Jaxx Night Club, 6355 Rolling Road,
Springfield. 703-569-5940 or
jaxxroxx.com.

Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night,” 3
p.m. at the Workhouse Arts Center,
9517 Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Performed by members of the
Shenandoah University Conservancy.
Includes opportunities for audience
interaction with Director Mark
Kittlaus. clorange@su.edu or
acambel@su.edu.

SUNDAY/FEB 1
Karaoke. 8 p.m. Kate’s Irish Pub, 6131

Backlick Road Springfield. 703-866-
0860 or katesirishpub.com.

Nature Quest: Signs of Spring. 10
a.m. at Hidden Pond Nature Center,
8511 Greeley Blvd., Springfield. Ages
3-6. Reservations required, $4 per
child. 703-451-9588.

MONDAY/FEB 2
Open Mic Night. 8 p.m. Kate’s Irish

Pub, 6131 Backlick Road Springfield.
703-866-0860 or katesirishpub.com.

Nature Quest: Signs of Spring. 10
a.m. at Hidden Pond Nature Center,
8511 Greeley Blvd., Springfield. An
outdoor program designed for
children age three to six years old.
Learn about plants and animals
indoors before the hike, then discuss
them over free hot cocoa afterward.
If the weather turns severe, the
program will be canceled.
Reservations required. $4 per child.
703-451-9588.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 4
Practice Your English, 10:15 a.m.

and 7:30 p.m. at Kingstowne Library,
6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Conversation group for
adults. 703-339-4610.

Girls Night Out, 7 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. Call for title. Age
12-15 with adult. 703-971-0010.

Lunch Bunnies, 12 p.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Bring lunch. Age 1-5. 703-339-4610.

THURSDAY/FEB. 5
Deicide, Vital Remains, Order of

Ennead, Adrift and more. 6 p.m.
Tickets $20 in advance, $22 day of
show. Jaxx Night Club, 6355 Rolling
Road, Springfield. jaxxroxx.com.

FRIDAY/FEB. 6
Cardinal Forest Elementary Fun

Fair and Silent Auction, 5:30-
8:30 p.m. at 8600 Forrester Blvd. in
Springfield. Games, food, moon
bounce, giant slide, cakewalk, raffles,
and a silent auction of themed
baskets created by each class. Game
and food tickets will be sold at the
door.  cjchastain@aol.com or 703
569-7518.

WEDNESDAY 13 with Cab Ride
Home, The Buried, Crimson
Hills and more. 7 p.m. $13 in
advance, $15 at the door. Jaxx Night
Club, 6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
703-569-5940 or jaxxroxx.com.

Lunch Bunch, 12 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. Bring lunch for
stories. Birth-5 with adult. 703-971-
0010.

SATURDAY/FEB. 7
Re-Aligned Godsmack Tribute,

Method of Friction, Along
Those Lines, Bitter and Bentt. 8
p.m. Tickets $10 in advance, $12 day
of show. Jaxx Night Club, 6355
Rolling Road, Springfield. 703-569-
5940 or jaxxroxx.com.

Cirque Éloize with Nebbia: a
Magical Fog, 8 p.m. at George
Mason Center for the Arts, on the
Fairfax campus at the intersection of
Braddock Road and Route 123. A
pre-performance discussion, free to
ticket holders, begins 45 minutes
prior to the performance on the
Center’s Grand Tier III. Tickets are
$23-$46, and age 12 and under are
half price. Charge by phone at 888-
945-2468 or visit www.tickets.com.
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Music Safari, 1 p.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Nai Kante Davis in an
interactive music show with
authentic African instruments and
clothing. All ages. 703-339-4610.

Chocolate Lovers Festival, Old
Town Fairfax, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Some events require a fee,
and other events are free. Contact
703-385-1661 or
www.chocolatefestival.net for details.

Kung Food and Alex Rhoads, 7 p.m.
at Coffihouse, 8433 Lee Highway,
Merrifield. info@COFFiHOUSE.com.

Drummers and Drillers, 9:30-11:30
a.m. at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Watch
woodpeckers and learn how to
attract them to a yard. Reservations
required for this adult program. $6
per adult. 703-768-2525.

SUNDAY/FEB. 8
Powerman 5000, Burn the Fields,

Switch56, Not Liable, Through
Exile, Kamura and Psychotic
Revelation.  5:15 p.m. Tickets $18
in advance, $20 day of show. Jaxx
Night Club, 6355 Rolling Road,
Springfield. 703-569-5940 or
jaxxroxx.com.

Jewish Community Center Book
Festival, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at the JCC
of Northern Virginia, 8900 Little
River Turnpike. The nine-day event
celebrates Jewish literacy and will
include author lectures and
programs, as well as books for
purchase. Contact Laurie Albert at
LaurieA@jccnv.org, 703-537-3064 or
www.jccnv.org for the event schedule
and costs.

Cirque Éloize with Nebbia: a
Magical Fog, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at
George Mason Center for the Arts, on
the Fairfax campus at the intersection
of Braddock Road and Route 123. A
pre-performance discussion, free to
ticket holders, begins 45 minutes
prior to the performances on the
Center’s Grand Tier III. Tickets are
$23-$46, and age 12 and under are
half price. Charge by phone at 888-
945-2468 or visit www.tickets.com.
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Chocolate Lovers Festival, Old
Town Fairfax, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Some events require a fee,
and other events are free.
www.chocolatefestival.net for details.

MONDAY/FEB. 9
Little Hugs, 10:30 a.m. at Kingstowne

Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Valentine fun. Age 24-35

months with adult. 703-339-4610.
Early Reader Book Discussion,

3:30 p.m. at John Marshall Library,
6209 Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria.
Call for titles. Age 6-8 with adult.
703-971-0010.

TUESDAY/FEB. 10
Soilwork Tour with Withersoul

and Olympus Shall Burn. 6:30
p.m. Tickets $22 in advance, $25 day
of show. Jaxx Night Club, 6355
Rolling Road, Springfield. 703-569-
5940 or jaxxroxx.com.

Jewish Community Center Book
Festival, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at the JCC
of Northern Virginia, 8900 Little
River Turnpike. The nine-day event
celebrates Jewish literacy and will
include author lectures and
programs, as well as books for
purchase. Contact Laurie Albert at
LaurieA@jccnv.org, 703-537-3064 or
www.jccnv.org for the festival
schedule.

Virginia Housing Development
Authority Homeownership
Education Seminar, 6 p.m. at
Northern Virginia Community
College, 8333 Little River Turnpike.
The lecture will cover financial
responsibility, ways to use credit
wisely, strategies to build financial
security through homeownership,
and a variety of mortgage loans
available with affordable financing
terms. Attendees without NOVA

parking permits should use the visitor
parking garage for $1 per hour. Free
food and giveaways will be provided.
Contact Jessie Zahorian at
jzahorian@nvcc.edu or 703-323-
3484.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 11
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum

Quarterly Forum, 7:30-9 p.m. at
11200 Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax
Station. Jon Vrana will present
Voices from City Point, describing
first hand perspectives of civilian and
military personnel as they are thrust
together at a small Virginia town that
became Gen. Grant’s critical supply
depot in the last year of the war,
encompassing repair shops, hospitals,
numerous bakeries and 22 miles of
track connecting the wharves to the
Union lines. Admission free,
donations accepted. 703-425-9225.

Springfield Art Guild February
Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Grace
Presbyterian Church, 7434 Bath St.
Springfield. Contact Donnalynne
Lefever at 703-644-6677 or
magickaldl@earthlink.net.

THURSDAY/FEB. 12
Micro Wrestling Federation. 9 p.m.

$15 in advance, $20 day of show.
Jaxx Night Club, 6355 Rolling Road,

See Calendar,  Page 9
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Home of the Nationally Ranked
Curl Burke Swim Team

Water Fitness
Classes Available–
Drop-ins Welcome

703.250.1299

View the virtual tour at

Award Winning
Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Additions
• Basements
• Porticos
• In-Law Suites
• Sundecks
• Media Rooms
• Garages
• Sun Rooms
• Built-Ins
• Porches

Don’t Miss The Opportunity to Save

The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Living Savior Preschool & Kindergarten
is NAEYC accredited & licensed by the State of Virginia.

LSPK admits students ages 2    -Kindergarten.
Ongoing Registration for 2009-2010 school year
opens to the public Friday Jan. 30 at 9 A.M.

LSPK admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all
the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made
available to students at the school. We do not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of our educational
policies, admission policies, and other school administered programs.

LSPK is located at 5500 Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039.
Please call the preschool office at (703) 352-4208

for more information.

1/2
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Springfield. jaxxroxx.com.
“Hay Fever,” 8 p.m. at George Mason

University Center for the Arts, Black
Box Theater, 4373 Mason Pond
Drive, Fairfax. $6, $3 students and
seniors. 703-993-2787 or
www.tickets.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 14
Friends Book Sale, 10 a.m. at

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. 703-
339-4610.

Used Book Sale, 10 a.m. at Lorton
Library, 9520 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. Friends Book Sale. All ages.
703-339-7385.

VITA Tax Assistance, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
at Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. 703-
339-4610.

Animal Sweethearts Dance, 10
a.m.-12 p.m. and 2-4 p.m. at Hidden
Pond Nature Center, 8511 Greeley
Blvd., Springfield. Music, dancing,
crafts and more. Reservations
required. For ages 3-8. $6 per child.
703-451-9588.

Winter Tree Trek, 1-3:30 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Explore
the woods and develop tree
identification skills. Adults.
Reservations required. $6 per person.
703-768-2525.

Sherlock Bones, 1-3 p.m. at Huntley
Meadows Park, 3701 Lockheed Blvd.,

Alexandria. Skulls, skeletons and self-
guided activities. Free. 703-768-
2525.

“Hay Fever,” 2 p.m. and 8  p.m. at
George Mason University Center for
the Arts, Black Box Theater, 4373
Mason Pond Drive, Fairfax. $6, $3
students and seniors. 703-993-2787
or www.tickets.com.

SUNDAY/FEB. 15
N-Scale Model Trains Running at

Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum community room and
caboose, 1-4 p.m. at 11200 Fairfax
Station Road, Fairfax Station.
Admission is $2 per adult and $1 per
child. 703-425-9225 or www.fairfax-
station.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
Mount Vernon’s 22nd Annual

Town Meeting, 7:45 a.m.-1
p.m. at Mount Vernon High
School, 8515 Old Mount Vernon
Road. Donations collected for the
United Community Ministries Food
Pantry.MtVernon@Fairfaxcounty.gov.

Lee District Open House, 1-3 p.m.
at the Franconia Governmental
Center, Alexandria. Meet
Supervisor Jeff McKay and the Lee
District Staff.

TUESDAY/FEB. 3
Clifton Town Council Meeting,

7:30 p.m. at the Clifton Town Hall.
703-923-3500.

GovCon Fort Belvoir
Procurement Forum, 7:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the Fort Belvoir
Officers Club, Building 20, 5500

Bulletin Board

Schultz Circle, Fort Belvoir. For
federal contractors looking for access
to the procurement agencies at Fort
Belvoir. Amanda Sapio at 703-752-
7521 or asapio@fairfaxchamber.org.

Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce Community
Business Partnership Brown
Bag Lunch, 12 p.m. at 7001
Loisdale Road, Springfield. Members
free, non-members $5. Registration
not required. Bring lunch, drinks and
dessert provided. 703-866-3500

Ambassador Committee of the
Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce, 4:30-5 p.m. 6434
Brandon Ave., Suite 3A, Springfield.
Jeff Scannell at 703-226-3226.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 4
Greater Springfield Chamber of

Commerce Networking
Breakfast, 7:30-9 a.m. at the
Comfort Inn Springfield, 6560

Loisdale Court, Springfield.
Members and first or second time
visitors free. Non-members $15.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 11
NARFE Springfield Chapter 893

Meeting, 1:30 p.m. at American
Legion Post 176, 5620 Amherst
Ave., Springfield. Ben Boxer,
Communications & Outreach
Manager, Fairfax County Solid
Waste Management Program will
be speaker. rbricksin@yahoo.com.

TUESDAY/FEB. 17
Greater Springfield Chamber of

Commerce Diversity
Committee, 9-10 a.m. at the
United Central Bank, 6400 Brandon
Ave., Springfield. Small, minority-
and woman-owned businesses.
703-866-3500.
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Burke Centre Shopping Center
5765-S Burke Centre Pkwy. Burke, VA 22015

703-239-1300
Hours: Tue-Fri: 10-7 • Sat: 10-5 • Sun & Mon: Closed

Five Star Jewelers
*Some exceptions apply. Sale ends 2/14/09

Valentine’s
Day

Valentine’s
Day

Say it  withJewelrySay it  withJewelry

20% OFF*
*Tagged Items
Over $100

miles away because South County is too over-
crowded to accommodate all of the students who
live nearby.

Some members of the school system’s facilities de-
partment and School Board members from other
parts of the county have expressed doubts about
whether the South County Middle School is needed
or not. Earlier in the process, staff had recommended
the School Board either redraw the school bound-
aries or add an addition to the secondary school to
deal with its overcrowding.

The school system has limited capital funding and
while some people have doubts about the need for a
South County Middle School, everyone agrees that
other buildings in the school system that need reno-
vations, said Dean Tistadt, the school system’s chief
operating officer.

“There is some ambiguity about the South County
Middle School. … But there is no ambiguity about
the need to renovate Langley and West Springfield,”
he said.

At a time when the school system has insufficient

ber, the future chamber, the electronic chamber if
you will,” said Weyland.

Richard Scully, owner of Chamber Nation, said that
building a chamber online has many advantages, not
the least of which is the ability to reach an untapped
audience.

“Most chambers are all feel-good. It’s ‘join the
chamber, we’ll put you on the directory and you’re
supporting the community,’” said Scully. “The
younger generation is not there.”

If chambers of commerce are interested in con-
tinuing to be the go-to stop for local businesses, they
have to at least consider adding a rigorous online
component to their physical model, he said.

The online chamber model does have its down-
side. According to Weyland, the chamber would be
less centralized and more reliant on the work each
individual owner puts in to advertising and promot-
ing his business. The South Fairfax Chamber will not
host any community-wide events or promotions,
except in a supporting role if such an event is al-
ready being organized.

THE CHAMBER, already up and running online,
already boasts over 70 members from in and around
southern Fairfax County. Weyland said they hope to
have 100 before an inaugural meeting of businesses
takes place on Feb. 19.

Chamber member David Saville Jr., owner of the
American Bar-B-Que and Catering in Lorton, said
one thing immediately jumped out at him when he
caught wind of the idea.

“It’s directly in my community,” he said.
While he said he had not fully familiarized him-

self with the way the online model worked and
hoped to get more information at the meeting, he
said the prospect of moving chamber business to the
web made sense.

“I think it will be easier, I really do. The way things
are going today in my industry, people are finding
us more through e-mails and online technology than

they are getting in their cars and seeing us face to
face,” said Saville.

Isabella Bratchelli, owner of the Hidden Oasis Spa
Salon in Fairfax Station, said she was looking to join
a chamber of commerce closer to her area of busi-
ness when one day “out of the blue” Crow entered
her store and passed along word of the newly formed
chamber. She quickly joined, saying other chambers
could not provide a focus on the Lorton and Laurel
Hill area customers that formed an estimated 80 per-
cent of her regular business.

“Especially when you’re a mall business, your com-
munity is your business,” said Bratchelli.

Hidden Oasis Spa and Salon on
Silverbrook Road in Lorton is one of
over 70 businesses to join the newly
formed South Fairfax Chamber of Com-
merce.

News
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From Page 2

Chamber Goes Online

construction funds, School board member Stu Gibson
(Hunter Mill) said the new South County Middle
School was going to push back other projects that
everyone on the School Board agreed needed to be
done.

“This is $30 million we don’t have to build a build-
ing we don’t need,” said Gibson, who has regularly
opposed pushing up the middle school in the con-
struction queue.

“To balance the needs of children in South County
on the backs of other children in the county is wrong.
In my view, this is a political decision and I think that
is sad,” he said.

— Julia O’Donoghue

From Page 2

Board Approves Middle School
“It really completes the South

County area and will
accommodate all the growth

that is taking place.”
— School Board member Liz Bradsher

(Springfield)
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Want to See a Positive Change In Your Child?
Give Us 2 Lessons!

In just two lessons we can create an impressive change in your child’s behavior.
The martial arts teach respect, focus, concentration and the power of a positive
mental attitude. Best of all, our professional instructors make it fun and safe!

Woodbridge/Lake Ridge
12500 Dillingham Sq. • Lake Ridge

Lorton/Fairfax Station
8921 Ox Rd. • Lorton

CALL TODAY
(703) 690-KICK (5425)

www.LortonKarate.com

This class will teach children the tools
needed for focus and self-discipline.

Limited Spaces Available.

“His self-esteem has gone higher than we would ever expected...”
Breanna K., Mother from Lake Ridge

Now Registering

Quick Start Program
Focus Seminar
Karate for Concentration$2900

Trial Course w/Free Uniform & Teeshirt
1st 10 callers only

Our
Ask  About

Military
Discount

Entertainment

Time To Get Out and Have Some Fun
Connection wraps up its countdown
of 101 Fun Things To Do.

The complete list of 101 Ways To Have Fun can be
found online at www.connectionnewspapers.com

101 Ways To Have Fun

Shop Tysons Corner
Center

1961 Chain Bridge Road
McLean, Va. 22102
1-888-2Tysons
One of the premier shopping malls on the

East Coast, Tysons Corner — features two
malls in Tysons I and Tysons II — has over
250 stores, including Nordstrom,
Bloomingdale’s, Hecht’s, Lord & Taylor, L.L.
Bean and Banana Republic.

Fine Dining in Clifton
Heart in Hand Restaurant
7145 Main St.
Clifton
This restaurant is a wonderful place for

any celebration or special occasion. They
have special dinners on most holidays and
are opened every day but Monday. The
Heart in Hand Restaurant also caters and
has a cookbook for purchase. The restau-
rant was originally founded in 1982 to
arouse interest in the Clifton area with tea
and lunch, but after popularity grew, din-
ner and holiday meals were added due to

customer demand. Many celebrities and
distinguished figures have dined there such
as Nancy Reagan and the cast of CATS, and
they have catered several notable people as
well, including Toni Morrison and Maya
Angelo. For catering or reservation call 703-
830-4111

Visit
Georgetown

Bordered by the
Potomac River, Rock
Creek and Glover Park,
Georgetown’s heart is
located on M Street and
Wisconsin Avenue in
North West D.C. It’s home for high-fashion
stores, outdoor bars and restaurants, boat
races, as well as some embassies.

Other landmarks include Dumbarton
Oaks, where the United Nations was out-
lined in 1944, and the oldest structure in
D.C. — Georgetown  Old Stone House. It is
also the place where the movie ‘The Exor-
cist’ was filmed in 1973. The film’s famous

staircase scene was located between Pros-
pect Street and M Street.

Celebrate the Holidays
Festival of Lights & Carols
Old Town Hall
3999 University Drive
Fairfax
www.fairfaxva.gov
During the month of December, the City

of Fairfax becomes a winter wonderland
with lights, decorations, caroling, musical

performances and activi-
ties for the whole family.
Santa pays a visit to Old
Town Hall for a Saturday
morning children’s break-
fast. St. Nick stays
through the festival to
meet with children. Visi-
tors may partake in hot
mulled cider while warm-
ing their hands by the

Yule log.

Celebrate at Burke
Centre

Burke Centre Festival
6060 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke
 The annual fall festival in Burke

takes place on Sept. 12-13 this year, from
late morning to about 5 p.m. This family-
friendly affair features food, rides, games,
and giveaways. There’s live entertainment,
and a large arts and crafts show with doz-
ens of antique vendors. In the past, the fes-
tival has included live animal shows, wine
tastings and local radio personalities.

Ring in the New Year
First Fairfax
Old Town Fairfax
www.fairfaxva.gov
This annual event offers family friendly

fun on the night of Dec. 31. Events last year
included ice-skating, carriage rides, comedy
shows, laser light shows and areas specifi-
cally designed to entertain children of all
ages. Food vendors are on hand, and the
only fees the festival charged last year were
for food purchases and skate rentals. Be-
cause a number of streets are closed for the
event, shuttle buses are offered from both
George Mason University and Fairfax High
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Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill Connection Sports Editor Jason Mackey

703-917-6438 or jmackey@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Bruins Overcome Key Loss
Despite injury to Ryan
Curtis, Lake Braddock
finds other ways to win.

“I have to step
up. Everyone
has to step
up.”
— Art Sinthorntham,
Lake Braddock senior

With an injury to center Ryan Curtis, senior forward Art
Sinthorntham has had to step up his play. Sinthorntham
contributed 17 points during a 59-45 win over West
Potomac Monday.
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By Jason Mackey

The Connection

W
ith less than six minutes remaining
during the Lake Braddock boys bas-
ketball team’s 59-45
win over West Potomac

Monday night, senior point guard
Dominic Morra pushed forward, seri-
ously considering an ill-fated drive to
the basket.

But after sensing a double team and
the lack of open space through which
to maneuver, Morra skipped a per-
fectly-placed bounce pass to classmate
Jared Watson, who made a backdoor
cut and finished the play for an easy
layup.

Watson’s bucket staked the Bruins to a 41-33 lead,
effectively pushing the game out of reach. But on
another level, the play represented a change of sorts
that has occurred off of Burke Lake Road recently.

Little more than two weeks ago, Morra, who’s hav-
ing a breakout offensive season while averaging 29.9
points per game, might’ve driven the lane and forced
a shot. On Monday, Morra became more of a dis-
tributor and less of a scorer.

“I think we’re doing what we have to do to win in
our league,” said Lake Braddock coach Brian Metress,
whose team improved to 11-5 overall, 5-4 in the Pa-

triot District. “In our league, if you have one guy
scoring all the points, he’s going to get double
teamed. When he gets double teamed, another guy’s
going to be able to make a play.”

The change of philosophy has happened partly
because of the increased attention that’s now paid
to Morra, but it has also happened because of an
unfortunate injury. Regardless, Lake Braddock has
achieved an offensive balance that features two qual-
ity, low-post scorers to complement one of the North-
ern Region’s top offensive threats in Morra.

WITH ABOUT two minutes left in the
second quarter of a 71-59 win over
West Springfield on Jan. 13, junior cen-
ter Ryan Curtis, the team’s primary in-
side presence, landed awkwardly and
broke his leg in two places, resulting
in a compound fracture.

Curtis was averaging 10.4 points and
6.5 rebounds per game at the time. But
the loss stripped Morra, who often
teams with junior Patch McLucas
(team-high 4.1 assists per game) to run
Lake Braddock’s offense, of the team’s

second-best scoring option and forced both Watson
and senior forward Art Sinthorntham to step into
starring roles.

Both did so Monday night. Watson finished with a
game-high 17 points and made seven of his eight
shots, while Sinthorntham was the team’s second
leading scorer with 16. Morra added 14 points and
six assists and tied Watson for the team lead in re-
bounds with eight.

“Ryan was a key rebounder and a key contribu

See Success,  Page 13

Public Hearings Offer Athletics a Forum

By Jason Mackey

The Connection

I
n both gymnastics and track and field,
three minutes can represent a variety
of things. On the uneven bars, three

minutes could cause excruciating pain in
even the most accomplished gymnast’s
arms, and those 180 seconds would surely
turn every head in America if displayed next
to the 1,600-meter run.

But last Wednesday night at Luther Jack-
son Middle School in Falls Church, three
minutes represented something completely
new for the two embattled sports in Fairfax
County: a platform.

With supporters of both sports finally
given a chance to voice their opinions over
the proposed elimination of gymnastics and
indoor track and field from the fiscal year
2009-10 budget, five people spoke in favor
of keeping gymnastics and indoor track and

Fairfax County athletic community voices
displeasure with proposed budget cuts.

field, with one supporting the former and
four lobbying for the latter.

Another set of hearings was set for Tues-
day night, which were canceled that morn-
ing because of a snowstorm. The second
round of hearings, during which many more
gymnastics and
indoor track
and field sup-
porters were ex-
pected to voice
their displea-
sure with the
budget, ended
too late for this
edition.

“The elimination of indoor track and field
would be penny-wise and pound-foolish,”
said McLean High School parent William
Shapiro, whose three children graduated
from the school. “If savings must be found,
surely there are better ways of doing so.

Wouldn’t it make sense for modest reduc-
tions in all team sports?”

A BUDGET PROPOSAL comprised of
three scenarios was unveiled at a Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors meeting back
in November, with gymnastics listed on all
three levels and indoor track and field only
on the most severe.

The budget alterations were brought forth
to close what was expected to be around a

$170 million-
$180 million
shortfall for the
school district.
Cutting gymnas-
tics would save
$221,000 and
cutting indoor
track and field
would save

$250,000.
But the expected deficit has since bal-

looned to around $215 million, depending
on whether or not the Board of Supervisors
accepts schools superintendent Jack D.
Dale’s latest budget, which requires a 3.5

percent funding increase.
“It is entirely dependent on what the

Board of Supervisors gives us,” Dale said.
“If there is no additional money, we will face
a $215 million shortfall.”

School Board member Phillip A.
Niedzielski-Eichner (Providence) started
the hearing Wednesday night by re-affirm-
ing that none of the decisions were final.
Dale recommended his $2.2 million bud-
get on Jan. 8, and the School Board would
listen to these public hearings, formulate
its own budget and submit that to the Board
of Supervisors for final approval.

THAT DIDN’T HELP quell the fears of
parents and coaches who spoke out against
the proposed measures. Matt Gilchrist,
Chantilly’s cross-country and track and field
coach, kicked off the community’s reaction
by acknowledging the difficult task ahead.
But, he continued to express a desire that
no sport be eliminated.

“It is our hope as athletic supporters that
no sports are cut, and that if economic needs

“If savings must be found,
surely there are better ways
of doing so.”

— William Shapiro, McLean parent

See Hearings,  Page 13
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Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County
Southwest…703-912-1719

Baptist
Antioch Baptist Church…

703-425-0940
Clifton Baptist Church…

703-263-1161
Community Baptist Church…

703-250-9060
Fairfax Baptist Temple…

703-323-8100

Harvest Assembly
Baptist Church…

703-799-7868
Hope Baptist Church…

703-799-5155
Jerusalem

Baptist Church…
703-278-8166

Shiloh Baptist Church…
703-550-8557

Virginia Korean Baptist Church
703-425-1972

Buddhist
Ekoji Buddhist Temple….

703-239-1200
Catholic

St. Clare of Assisi…703-266-1310
St. Raymond Penafort…

703-440-0535
Church of God

Church of the Living God of
No. Va.…703-250-7980

Congregacion La Cena Del
Senor…703-550-1204

Episcopal
St. Peter’s in the Woods…

703-503-9210
Pohick Church…703-339-6579

Lutheran
Living Savior Lutheran Church

703-352-1421
Methodist

Christ Church of Fairfax
Station…703-690-3401

Cranford United Methodist
Church…703-339-5382
Non-Denominational
Grace Bible Church…

703-339-7292
Gunston Bible Church…

703-339-5395
Iglesia La Gran Comision

Asambleas De Dios…
703-541-0816

New Hope Church…
703-971-4673

New Jerusalem
Temple of Worship…

703-593-6153
Pentecostal

Christ Pentecostal International
Church…703-339-2119

First United
Pentecostal Church…

703-339-2402
Presbyterian

Clifton Presbyterian Church…
703-830-3175

Seoul Presbyterian
Church….703-764-1310

Sikh
Sikh Foundation of Virginia…

703-323-8849

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of Christ

on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.
703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM
 Worship Service

10:30 AM

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-917-6463

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - 6:30 PM Youth Meeting
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM

Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

b

b

OPEN YOUR HEART TO THE POSSIBILITY
OF HOPE  THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

My sheep hear my voice and I know
them and they follow me – John 10:27

 “BUILDING GOD’S KINGDOM
ONE SOUL AT A TIME”

PASTOR ARLETTE JOHNSON, PASTOR AND FOUNDER

HOPE Baptist
Church

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY AT:
WILLIAM HALEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
8850 CROSS CHASE CIRCLE, FAIRFAX STATION, VIRGINIA
10AM – SUNDAY SCHOOL – 11AM – MORNING WORSHIP

tor,” Watson said. “It’s going to be hard
to replace him because he’s that good. I had
to step up big time when he went down.”

Two months before the season,
Sinthorntham suffered an injury to his
ankle, one that required surgery and side-
lined him for the first four games. Now
healthy, Sinthorntham said the ankle has
been getting stronger.

“We’re spreading the scoring around,
which makes us harder to defend,” said
Metress, whose Bruins will host Hayfield
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. “That’s the way bas-
ketball is supposed to be played. It’s always
harder to cover five guys than to cover one
or two.”

The loss of Curtis hurt, but it hasn’t
crumbled the Bruins’ playoff hopes by any
means. Lake Braddock suffered a 70-55 loss
to T.C. Williams three nights after Curtis was
lost and rebounded with a 66-55 win over
South County on Jan. 21.

Despite falling 70-63 at Lee last Friday,
Lake Braddock buoyed itself with a strong
third quarter against West Potomac. After
West Potomac’s Martez Redfearn (team-
high 14 points) scored the first three points
after halftime (24-24), Watson scored eight
of the game’s next 11 points to give Lake
Braddock a 33-29 lead with three minutes

dictate that athletics be affected,
such cuts would include small, incre-
mental cuts across the board, rather
than targeting individual programs,”
Gilchrist said.

Janelyn Price, a Lake Braddock par-
ent and a former collegiate gymnast
and coach, was the gymnastics
community’s lone representative
Wednesday. Price argued that Lake
Braddock conducted tryouts for the
first time in a long time this season,
while also pointing out that club gym-
nastics might not be a viable option.

“Many gymnasts were never club
gymnasts to begin with and would
not even make a club team,” Price
said. “Club gymnastics is also a very
time consuming sport and is very, very
expensive.”

Rob Muzzio, a Robinson graduate
and now a Robinson parent, stated
that indoor track and field involved
nearly 2,800 high school athletes last
season at a relatively low cost. “All
programs should be under scrutiny
and subject to reductions across the
board. But to eliminate the most cost-
effective athletic program in all of
Fairfax County doesn’t make sense.”

remaining in the third quarter.
With its top inside presence sidelined be-

cause of injury, Lake Braddock hopes to
continue to find second and third scoring
options. In addition to Morra, the Bruins
will start to rely more on Watson (5.9 ppg,

Sports

6.5 rpg) and Sinthorntham (7.3 ppg, 3.5
rpg) inside.

“Losing [Curtis] was tough,”
Sinthorntham said. “He was our main de-
fensive presence, but I have to step up. Ev-
eryone has to step up.”

Success Despite Key Injury
From Page 12
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Eighth-year coach Brian Metress has his Lake Braddock team at 11-5
overall, 5-4 in Patriot District play entering Thursday night’s home
game against the Hayfield Hawks.

From Page 12

Hearings
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To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing, call:

Chantilly/Oak Hill, Centreville/Clifton, Fairfax
Contact: Karen Washburn

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Mon. at 3pm.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. JANUARY 31 & FEBRUARY 1

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

13910 Stonefield Drive • $579,900 • February 1st, 1-4pm • Samson Realty • Ed Duggan • (703 ) 989-7735

Alexandria/Kingstown
6104 BITTERNUT DR $450,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Long & Foster Charles Rose 703 919-9361
1208 I ST $765,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm McEnearney Sue Goodhart 703-549-9292
8133 KIDD ST $250,000 Feb. 1st, 1:30-4pm Long & Foster Barbara West 703-969-4405
8727 CAMDEN ST $495,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Weichert Joni Koons 703-209-7277
5639 GOVERNORS POND CIR $599,900 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Weichert James Bazzle 703-599-8964
7032 CLIFTON KNOLL CT $829,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Long & Foster Kim Muffler 703.282.7739
6385 LEVTOV LNDG $479,900 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Long & Foster Rebecca Owen 703-328-4129
6038 FORT HUNT RD $738,500 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm McEnearney Janet Price 703-960-5858

Springfield
5235 MONROE DR $1,500,000 Feb. 1st, 1-3pm Long & Foster Jane Applegate 703-452-3909
7315 CHARLOTTE ST $359,900 Feb. 1st, 1-3pm Long & Foster Constance Williams 703-989-7846

Centreville/Clifton
6624 SHALESTONE CT $669,000 Feb. 8th, 1-4pm RE/MAX Gateway Deborah Dicks 703-801-2725
13910 Stonefield Dr. $579,900 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Samson Realty Ed Duggan 703-989-7735
14920 JASLOW ST $379,900 Feb 15th 12-3pm Long & Foster Linda Blakemore 703-368-1146

Chantilly/Oak Hill
13878 REMBRANDT WAY $625,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Weichert Rosemary Graham 703 934-0400

Fairfax
5121 BROOKRIDGE PL $1,440,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Weichert Robin Waugh 703-917-0515
5406 RUBY DR $775,000 Feb. 8th, 1-4pm RE/MAX Preferred Jennifer O’Brien 703 255-9700
3114 Plantation Pkwy $479,900 Feb. 1st, 12-4pm Weichert Ron Fowler 703-598-0511
10268 Latney Road $315,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Sun Realty Mary L. Tablada 443-285-3682
10325 Commonwealth Blvd $499,950 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Weichert Kathleen Quintarelli 703-862-8808
3800 LYNN REGIS CT $899,900 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm RE/MAX Judy Wonus 703 280-1010
5574 Glasgow Woods Ct. $279,900 Feb. 8th,12-4pm Weichert Ron Fowler 703-598-0511
10706 Orchard St $499,000 Feb. 8th,12-4pm Weichert Ron Fowler 703-598-0511

Burke
6536 RAFTELIS RD $490,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm New Star Realty Sang Lee 703 642-1028
9262 Sprucewood Road $274,950 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Weichert Kathleen Quintarelli 703-862-8808

Vienna/Oakton
1320 Schuman Ct $795,000 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Samson Realty Casey Samson 703-508-2535

Historic Fredericksburg
1211 Winchester St $719,849 Feb. 1st, 1-4pm Samson Realty Neil Sullivan 540-287-1920

People

Ryan Dodd bicycles
In Journey of Hope.

Ryan Dodd

I
n June 2009, Ryan Dodd, 23, a senior at the
University of Tennessee and 2004 Graduate of
Robinson Secondary, will be meeting 90 other
Pi Kappa Phi’s from universities across the

country and embarking on a 64-day Journey of Hope.
The Journey of Hope is a 3,900 mile cross-country

cycling trek that raises funds and awareness on be-
half of people with disabilities.

The Journey of Hope team members are all mem-
bers of Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity and are joining forces
to pave the road for a better understanding of people
with disabilities. From the West Coast to Washing-
ton, D.C., the Journey of Hope team will be cycling
from city to city, bringing the message Push America
in a unique and inspiring way.

Ryan and the rest of the Journey of Hope 2009
team will be making dozens of presentations in com-
munities across the nation, helping others to under-
stand the issues facing those with disabilities. After
cycling an average of 75-100 miles each day, the team
will take part in many special events, often meeting
with those for whom they’re riding.

To help prepare himself for the race, Ryan is run-
ning close to 5 miles a day and biking more than an
hour five days a week.

The Journey of Hope is a project of Push America,
which was founded by Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity in
1977 with the mission to build leaders of tomorrow
by serving people with disabilities today. Its mem-
bers have raised more than $8 million for Push
America since its establishment.

In addition to raising awareness, the Journey of

Two-Wheeling To Help
Hope will raise more than
$400,000 for future
projects and programs of
Push America. Brian is
committed to raising a
minimum of $5,000 on
behalf of Push America
and people with disabili-
ties.

Born in Walnut Creek,
Calif., Ryan is the son of
Brenda Dodd of the
Bonnie Brae community
and Jack Dodd of Oakton.
While at Robinson, Ryan

took IB courses and played defensive line on the Rams
football team for four years. The team won two dis-
trict championships and was regional runner-up
twice. At Tennessee, Ryan is a finance major and a
member of the Council of Supply Chain Management
Professionals, a logistics club. He ran three different
SGA campaigns; two as a senator and one on a sup-
port committee. He was initiated into Pi Kappa Phi
in the spring of 2005. He recently spent a weekend
at the Northern Virginia Training Center, doing the
Give a Push Weekend, where he helped clean up
nature trails, built a Zen garden, and built a new
storage facility for the athletic equipment.

Ryan will be graduating with a degree in finance
in May and hopes to work in investment planning or
portfolio management.

Anyone interested in “Going the Extra Mile” by
making a tax-deductible donation to Push America
on behalf of Ryan Dodd should contact him at 703-
407-8256 or e-mail rdodd4@utk.edu.

— Steve Hibbard

Michelle Wang of Fairfax performs the
Happy Drum Greetings along with
classmates of the New World Bilingual
Institute youth Chinese classes during
Chinese New Year celebration at George
Mason University on Jan. 24.

A demonstration of how to make Chinese
dumplings was one of the activities.
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Tasherit Dahal performs a traditional
Indian folk dance as part of the Jan. 24
Chinese New Year celebration at George
Mason University. The event also cel-
ebrated other Asian cultures.

Happy
New Year

THE COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE
support your local business
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Opinion

By Sharon Bulova

Democratic Candidate for

Chairman of the Board of

Supervisors

I
n my years as a member of
the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors, I have had the
opportunity to meet and

work with many people from all
parts of Fairfax. I am gratified that
people tell me that they have cho-
sen to live here because they en-
joy the excellent schools, excep-
tional public safety, and first rate
business climate.  They tell me that
realize that is a good place to live,
work, raise a family and grow old.

In the upcoming Feb. 3 election
for the Chairman of the Board, the
most important message
that I hear from voters is that
they realize the good things
about Fairfax County haven’t
happened by accident.  Vot-
ers know that we are one of
the best managed jurisdictions of
our size in the country because we
have had public leaders who have
paid attention, set priorities, made
the tough decisions, and de-
manded quality in all that we do.

In the 21 years, I have served
on the Board, I have chaired the
budget committee for 17 of those
years. I know that our budget is
our most important statement of
our values. We can say we are for
something, but it we aren’t will-
ing to put resources there, we are
misleading. I know that building
the annual budget is a constant
quest for the best balance between
revenue and expenses. We have a
AAA bond rating, and we also have
schools that rank among the very
best in the United States. We have
welcomed diversity as a great as-
set, even though that same diver-
sity has challenged us and some-
time cost us more to provide the
services people here need and de-

mand. We have worked hard
to find the right balance.

Voters know that our
Board works best when we
work together. I have a long
record of reaching “across
the aisle” and working with

people from all parts of the county
to build consensus about priorities.
Voters know that I have been a
leader in developing new ways to
get public input, connect public
and private resources, and im-
prove the quality of life for every-
body.

Voters know that in the past I
was one of the most consistent
advocates for mass transit to help
relieve our traffic mess. I was one
of the early sponsors of the Vir-
ginia Railway Express (the VRE)
and have spent the last ten years
as an advocate for rail to Dulles.

Voters know that as Chairman
of the Board, I will continue that
civil consensus-building open and
honest approach. I won’t walk
away from a problem because it is
hard or because I didn’t get my
way. I will the leader of the Board
and will set the agenda, but I will
always respect those who dis-
agree.

Respectfully, I ask the citizens of
Fairfax County for your vote on
Feb. 3.  I pledge that I will always
work to keep Fairfax the place
where people will want to chose
to live, work, and play.

By Pat Herrity

Republican Candidate for

Chairman of the Board of

Supervisors

C
ampaigns are about
highlighting differ-
ences, but I am confi-
dent we can agree on

one thing: Fairfax County is a great
place to live. For decades we have
had the best schools and beauti-
ful parks. We’ve had a Triple-A
bond rating since 1975, and we
have been the economic engine for
the state.

Yet our future success is not pre-
ordained. We currently face sig-
nificant challenges. Most pressing
is our $650 million shortfall, the
largest in our history and
larger than all of our sur-
rounding jurisdictions com-
bined. We face this shortfall
despite the fact that taxes on
homeowners have doubled
in the past seven years. County
spending has exploded, growing
the budget by a billion dollars be-
yond inflation and population
growth, squandering the good
times on misplaced priorities.

We’ve spent $200 million in the
past two years to buy government
housing and have built a large
housing bureaucracy that makes
us among the largest landlords in
the County. We’re subsidizing
housing for those making $99,000
a year.

At the same time, our schools
are in dire need of renovations and
class sizes continue to increase.
Teacher pay has dropped from
highest in the region to sixth high-
est. Despite this, the School Board,
with my opponent’s support,
wants to spend $130 million on a
fancy administration building.

Fairfax County needs a leader
with tested financial skills, who
knows how to read a balance
sheet, how to say “no,” and who
will focus spending on priorities. I
am a chief financial officer with
an award-winning financial track
record of turning around troubled
companies. I am the only candi-
date for Chairman with the finan-
cial experience necessary to lead
us out of this financial train wreck.

I am also a recognized leader in
transportation. I sit on the opera-
tions board for VRE, and was lead-
ing the effort for telecommuting
with the Northern Virginia Tech-
nology Council before
telecommuting was an accepted
concept. On the Board, I have led

the efforts for both short-
term and long-term im-
provements to the I-66 cor-
ridor.

Contrary to my opponent’s
accusations, I did not at-
tempt to block the Dulles

Rail project. In 2002, I filed suit
against the project in order to en-
sure it was competitively bid, in
an effort to save taxpayer money.
To date, the project has never been
competitively bid. I believe if it
had, we would have been able to
build a tunnel, the best option for
Tyson’s Corner, and still have met
federal cost standards.

We can’t afford to wait for Rich-
mond to solve our problems.
Thirty years ago when my father,
Jack Herrity, was chairman of the
Board, private-sector funding for
transportation outweighed fed-
eral, state and local funding com-
bined. Developers were held ac-
countable for infrastructure im-
provements. We need to return to
this kind of responsible leadership
and creative solutions.

We also need to make our com-
mercial tax base a priority. The
commercial tax base was 27 per-
cent but has now fallen to 17 per-
cent, shifting the tax burden onto
homeowners. It is important now
more than ever for government to
be responsive to the need for tax
relief for residents. That is why last
year I proposed a balanced bud-
get that included an actual tax cut
for homeowners. My budget also
included an increase in education
spending and more money for
public safety programs than the
budget passed by the Board.

I want my children to raise their
children in a Fairfax County that
is the best place to live, work, and
play. I ask for your vote on Feb. 3.

Major Party Candidates Plea Their Cases
Why Vote for Bulova? Why Vote for Herrity?

Bulova Herrity

In His

Own

Words

In Her

Own

Words

Vote Feb. 3
All Fairfax County polling

places will be open on Tuesday
Feb. 3 for the special election
for Chairman of the Board of
Supervisors to replace Gerry
Connolly.

Write
The Connection welcomes views

on any public issue.

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
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An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered to
homes and businesses.

7913 Westpark Drive
McLean, Virginia 22102

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703-917-6444
Fax: 703-917-0991

e-mail:
burke@connectionnewspapers.com

Michael O’Connell
 Editor / 703-917-6440

Derek B. Johnson
Community Reporter, 703-917-6458

djohnson@connectionnewspapers.com

Paula Friedrich
Assistant Editor / 703-917-6459

Julia O’Donoghue
Education & Politics, 703-917-6433

jodonoghue@connectionnewspapers.com

Ken Moore
Courts & Projects, 703-917-6417

kmoore@connectionnewspapers.com

Jason Mackey
Sports Editor, 703-917-6438

jmackey@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
To place an advertisement, call the ad

department between 9 a.m. and
 5 p.m., Monday - Friday.

Display ads 703-821-5050
Classified ads 703-917-6400
Employment ads 703-917-6464

Steve Hogan
Display Advertising

703-917-6463

Tammy Johnson
Display Advertising

703-917-6478

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-917-6401
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Barbara Parkinson
Employment Advertising

703-917-6418
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

703-917-6416
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren

Managing Editors
Steve Hibbard, Michael O’Connell,

Kemal Kurspahic
Photography:

Robbie Hammer, Louise Krafft,
Craig Sterbutzel

Art/Design:
Zohra Aslami, Geovani Flores,
Laurence Foong, John Heinly,

John Smith, Stu Moll,
Wayne Shipp

Production Manager:
Jean Card

CIRCULATION: 703-917-6481
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver

CONNECTION NEWSPAPERS,
L.L.C.

Peter Labovitz
President/CEO

Mary Kimm
Publisher/Chief Operating Officer

703-917-6416
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Jerry Vernon
Executive Vice President

703-917-6404
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads is a premier
CCRC located in Falls Church, VA.  We cur-

rently have the following CNA openings:

Certified Nursing Assistant
Full Time 7-3 and 3-11 shifts
Full Time Split Shift 7-3/3-11

Requirements:
VA CNA license

1 year skilled care experience

We offer generous FT benefits including tuition
assistance, PTO, 401(k), and more.

Apply online at
www.goodwinhouse.org         EOE

ACCOUNTS MANAGER
Requires BS in accounting or finance + 2 
YR exp.  Job in Fairfax, VA.  E-mail re-
sumes to Gates, Hudson & Associates, 
Inc.,  jdean@gateshudson.com

AIR DUCT CLEANERS

20 openings take home $1500-$2000 
weekly plus a $500 sign on bonus after 
1st 90 days.  No experience necessary, 
we train.  Must have own truck or van.  
Apply in person, 7165 Oakland Mills 
Rd., Suite KLM Columbia, MD 21045 off 
Snowden River Pkwy.  Apply today start 
tomorrow.

AUTO REPAIR

GENERAL SERVICE 
Min 2 years exp,  Reston location

Competitive pay and benefits
Call Keith at 703-620-6595

CARPET CLEANERS
25 openings, take home $1000-$1500 week-
ly, plus a $500 sign on bonus after 1st 90 
days.  No experience necessary, we train. 
Must have own vehicle.  Apply in person 
7165 Oakland Mills Rd., Suite KLM Co-
lumbia, MD 21045 off Snowden River 
Pkwy.  Apply today start tomorrow.

CHIROPRACTIC FRONT DESK 
RECEPTIONIST

P/T Tues & Thur.  Must work well with  
people. Call 703-352-0706 or fax  resume 

to 703-352-6954.

FT/PT TEACHERS & ASSISTANTS
A non-profit childcare in Herndon, VA is 
looking for  Teachers  & Assistants. 
We offer competitive salaries,  &  great
benefits.   Please call 703-713-3983/84;   

Fax resume: 703-793-2298
or email:  Sangley@va-childcare.com 

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

HVAC TECHS/HELPERS
20 openings.  National company expanding 
to Baltimore and Virginia.  Techs take home 
$1500-$2500 weekly.  Helpers take home 
$1000-$1500 weekly.  Light residential work.  
Must do some cleaning with service.  Compa-
ny will pay a $500 sign on bonus after 1st 90 
days for 1st 20 applicants.  Must have own 
truck or van.  Apply in person 7165 Oakland 
Mills Rd., Suite KLM Columbia, MD 21045 
off Snowden River Pkwy.  Apply today start 
tomorrow.

MARKETING REPS

FT/PT needed ASAP.  Great pay,
flexible hours, email resume and 

contact phone number to 
homefixcorporation@gmail.com

to schedule an interview.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

OFFICE HELP - MCLEAN
Family run business looking for special per-
son to add to small office staff.  Computer, 
accounting, people and phone skills re-
quired.  Honest and dependable.  Must have 
own  transportation.  Serious  inquiries only.  

Fax resume: 703-893-2038,  
Email: carpetyard@aol.com

Satcom Engineer - Chantilly, VA
Seeking individual with 3+ yrs satellite com-
munications exp. to support the SEIT team
on the Enhanced Polar System (EPS) con-
tract for the Space & Missiles Systems
Center (SMC). The position will support the
Mission Control and Payload Integrated
Product Teams (IPTs). US citizenship and
an active DoD TS clearance required. Please
go to linquest.com, apply on line, noting req-
uisition #542 in your e-mail cover letter. EOE

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

2009 EXPANSION
$17.00 Base-Appt.

R N / L P N

P/T nursing position at Family 
Practice in Fairfax City. Excellent 
working conditions with friendly 
team players.   2 days per week.  

Fax resume to Diane @  
703-273-9676

SECRETARY
Small Fairfax City law firm seeking a 

Secretary with excellent word process-
ing, organizational and communication 
skills.  Training possible.  English/Span-

ish fluency a plus. Email resume & 
salary requirements to 

nagsntops36@yahoo.com

Technician

Join the team of professionals at a pro-
gressive eye care practice in Burke, VA. 
Position includes: preliminary testing, 
working closely with the Doctors and pa-
tients and general administrative tasks. 
Training is available. Saturdays will be 
required.  Benefits are available.   Please  

fax   your   resume   to 703-451-9291
or email it to

business@virginiaeyecare.com

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Keedo Children’s Boutique in 

Alexandria for sale.  
Interested individuals please 

call:  703-768-9100

SICK OF YOUR JOB?
Get paid what you are worth 

working for yourself.  
Free 2 min msg: 

800-679-4326  ext 2174

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•

COLLINS A PLUS
PAINTING & HOME REMODELING
Kitchens, Baths, Flooring, Siding,

Windows & More
Licensed, insured and in business for 18 years!

Call 703-257-0946
www.collinsaplus.com

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

SETLIFF CO.
Specializing in interior trim
Baths & Kitchens & Doors

Insured #Lic #2705-114825
703-786-9607

H O M E  R E M O D E L I N G

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!

Steve’s Remodeling
LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

$125 1/2 cord Seas. Oak
Delivered and Stacked
703-850-3295

MBS Services

Firewood
LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

ROGER ROOTER
PLUMBING

MENTION THIS AD FOR 20% OFF

No Job too Small
Senior & Govt. Discounts
Visa, MC Accepted
703-299-4999

PLUMBING PLUMBING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

HOUSE
CLEANING
SERVICE

703-433-2023

Exc. Refs., Have Own
Supplies (optional),

Flexible Hours

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HANDYMAN

SPRINGFIELD 

HANDYMAN

��Small Home 

Repairs 

��Good Rates 

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

HAULING
LANDSCAPING

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Winter
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

Marilyn lone (Olson) Oien of Lancaster Virginia passed 
away Saturday, January 17, 2009. She was the daughter of 
Walter Olson and Olga (Sealander) Olson, who preceded her 
in death. She graduated from Fergus Falls High School, Fer-
gus Falls, Minnesota Class of 1956. She then graduated from 
the St. Francis School of Nursing at Breckenridge, Minnesota. 
She worked as a nurse at Walter Reed Army Hospital, Dewitt 
Army Hospital, and at the Veterans Hospital, Washington DC, 
and ended her career at the Inova Fairfax Hospital Emergency 
Room, Fairfax Virginia. She was loved by both patients and 
staff throughout her career.

Surviving are her husband of 49 years Eldor Roger Olen; three 
sons, John E. Oien, Paul D. Olen both of Lancaster Virginia, 
James R. Oien and his wife Cynthia (Venable) Oien of Lively, 
Virginia. five granddaughters, Lauren Olen, Jessica Oien, 
Crystal Pabon, Brandy DeJesus and Brittany Hanson; eight 
great grand children: Aryanna, Haley and Chloey Dejesus Kay-
la, Tyler and Elijah Pabon: Cameron Hanson and Lexie Sea-
bolt: and her brother, Delmar Olson of Pringle, South Dakota.

Graveside services will be held 2:00 p.m. Friday January 30, 
2009 at Quantico National Cemetery Quantico, Virginia. 
Friends may call 6 - 8p.m. Friday, January 23, 2009 at the Cur-
rie Funeral Home, Kilmarnock,Va.

Memorial may be made to the American Cancer Society Me-
morials, 895 Middle Ground Blvd., Suite 154, Newport News, 
VA 23606.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION SALE – 
REDEEMED PROPERY

Under the authority of Section 7506 of the Internal Revenue 
Code, the property described below will be sold at public auc-
tion on an open occupancy basis.  The United States redeemed 
this property under the provisions of Section 7425 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code on January 5, 2009.  The property was deed-
ed to the United States on January 15, 2009.  The sale will be by 
public auction to be held on:

DATE:  February 25, 2009

TIME:  1:00 P.M.    Bidder Registration at 12:30 P.M.

LOCATION: Fairfax County Courthouse, Front Entrance, 
4110 Chain Bridge Rd.  Fairfax, VA  22030

PROPERY DESCRIPTION: ALL THAT certain property situ-
ated in the Township of Great Falls, in the County of Fairfax 
and State of Virginia, and being more particularly described in 
a deed dated 12/09/1988 and recorded 12/12/1988 in Book 7218, 
Page 1075 among the Land Records of the County and State set 
forth above.

Known as 11217 Raehn Court, Great Falls, Virginia, 22066, fur-
ther identified as Tax Map/Parcel ID Number: 002-2-02-0031.  
Property is a single family dwelling consisting of 5,038 sq. ft. of 
living space, with 4 full baths, 1 half bath, 4 fireplaces, a 3 car 
detached garage, and an 800 sq. ft. swimming pool.

The opening bid for the property will be $825,000

The terms of payment will be:

A deposit equal to 20% of the highest bid on the property is re-
quired within 2 hours from the sale conclusion.  The balance 
must be paid within 30 days or no later than 4:00 pm on March 
24, 2009.

Payment of required deposit and balance of the purchase price 
must be paid by certified, cashier’s or treasurer’s check drawn 
on any bank or trust company incorporated under the laws of 
the United States.  Payment may also be made by any United 
States postal, bank, express, or telegraph money order.  All 
checks and money orders should be made payable to the United 
States Treasury.

For Further Information, please contact:  Robert Brown, Prop-
erty Appraisal and Liquidation Specialist at (501) 366-0098 or 
check out www.irsauctions.gov

25 Sales & Auctions 25 Sales & Auctions

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

4 RE for Sale

INVESTOR SPECIAL!
Thosands below market value 

703-439-7144

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Blue Pearl Virginia, Inc trading 

as Blue Pearl Buffet, 6820 
Commerce St. Springfield, VA 

22150. The above 
establishment is 

applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and 

Beer on Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. 
Peter Zheng, President

ABC LICENSE
Massimo Silvia, Michelle 

Silvia, James McCarthy, L. 
Frank Field trading as IL 

VINO, 11891 Grand Commons 
Avenue, Fairfax, VA 22030. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and 
Beer, on and off premises 

license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. 

Michelle Silvia, Owner

HOME AUCTION
Over 350 Homes

175 in the Washington DC 
area

Selling Sat Feb 7 at 1:00pm 
From Hilton – Mclean 

Tysons Corner
Check out these homes:
1808 Old Meadow Rd

Unit711, Mclean
1BR, 1BA, 615SFHome
Agent: Barbara beyer

RE/MAX Unlimited
703-656-2929

5955 Joffa Place, Springfield
Agent: Phil Chernitzer

REO Real Estate
703-256-7648

OPEN HOUSE:
Thur Jan 29 & Sat Jan 31

1 to 3 PM
FREE BROCHURE:

866-823-6626
www.DCHomeAuction.com

Hudson & Marshall 
In association with

Larry Makowski
Auction License#16

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Lg Multifam Indoor Garage 
Sale. Sat Jan 31 8-1. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
5952 Franconia Rd, Alexan-
dria 22310. Baby/kids items, 
toys, bks, furn, much more!

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

102 Instruction

MATH TUTORING thru FCPS 
geometry Refences available 

703-966-5029

116 Childcare Avail.

Judy’s 
Family Childcare

Childcare with price rate 
fixed. Special needs 
welcome 30 yrs exp. 

State lic. 16 yrs. 
Curriculum based, 

Low turnover/low ratio 
2 teachers w/degrees

Age appr activties
ages 1-4

703-802-1632

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

News

By Derek B. Johnson

The Connection

F
or Virginia senators and delegates,
the General Assembly in Rich-
mond serves as an opportunity to
address the problems, both big and

small, they see in their home districts every
day.

Sen. George Barker (D-39), who sits on
the Senate Education and Health Commit-
tee, sees storm clouds gathering on the ho-
rizon for Fairfax County schools.

“We have growing student populations,
both in Fairfax and Prince William [coun-
ties]. We need to increase capacity,” said
Barker. “At the same time, we have schools
that need to be renovated and tight budget
situations that make it very difficult to fund
projects.”

In other words: More students, older
buildings and not nearly enough county
money to fix either problem.

In an effort to address this perfect storm,
Barker has proposed legislation that would
create a revolving school construction fund
for Northern Virginia schools. The fund as
he envisions it would draw donations from
both the Commonwealth and a host of pri-
vate businesses and charities from around
the region who are looking to improve their
local schools.

However, even if the bill is successful in
the House and Senate, it was designed to
slowly drip money into the funds over the
years from public and private sources.

“If we were to be successful and get this
passed, what we would have is the next year
to get the [fund] up and running and hope-
fully a year from now, the economic situa-
tion improves and we’ll be able to provide
some funding for it,” he said.

Barker claimed the bill was not designed
specifically for the Northern Virginia area,
but a provision in the bill would create an
advisory board of state and local officials
charged with oversight of the fund. The
majority of that board, according to Barker,
would be represented by localities like
Fairfax and Prince William counties. Barker
said taking the fund outside of direct state
control was critical to ensuring that the
money taken in is allowed to build up be-
fore being allocated.

Barker’s bill is currently awaiting consid-
eration in the Senate Committee on Local
Government.

Barker will present a bill that makes cell
phone use while driving a primary offense

General Assembly
Watch: Barker
Northern Virginia
state senator looks
to leave mark on
schools, environment.

More
To look up specific legislation drafted by

Sens. Barker, Petersen and the rest of the
Virginia General Assembly, visit http://
legis.state.va.gov.

“I’m well
aware of some

of the traffic
safety issues

that we have.”
— Sen. George
Barker (D-39)

for provisional drivers. The measure
is intended to curb cell phone use
among teen drivers, who made up
nearly 12 percent of automobile fa-
talities in 2005 despite representing
only 10 percent of the overall popu-
lation, according to the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

“I was for many years chair of the
Fairfax County Transportation Com-
mission, so I’m well aware of some of
the traffic safety issues that we have,”
said Barker. “This is pretty much at
the top of the list”

Barker has also proposed creating
a joint subcommittee to study teen-
age drivers.

These days, a rundown of a North-
ern Virginia politicians’ upcoming leg-
islation isn’t complete without dis-
cussing transportation. Legislation
drawn up by Barker would require the
C o m m o n -
wealth Trans-
p o r t a t i o n
Board to uti-
lize the esti-
mated budget
required to
achieve “a
m i n i m u m
level of dispar-
ity” in high-
way mainte-
nance funding
across the
state. He
hopes the language of the bill will
lead to Northern Virginia getting a
larger cut of the transportation funds
doled out by the state. Barker pointed
to a 2007 Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) study on sur-
face infrastructure, which found that
highways in Northern Virginia were
among the most poorly maintained in
the state. However, the bill contains
little in the way of specific bench-
marks or figures mandating fund al-
location.

“We’re trying to make sure the
roads are maintained to the same
standard across Virginia,” said Barker.
“It doesn’t say what that standard has
to be, and it doesn’t address the issue
of how much money has to be allo-
cated or what standard has to be ap-
plied.”
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

BURKE CENTRE
$324,850

BEAUTIFULLY
RE-MODELED!

LEASE/PURCHASE
PLAN AVAILABLE

Shows like a model home! 4
BRs, 2.5 BAs! Contemporary
style TH style home w/ NEW
Dishwasher, NEW

HARDWOOD FLOORS on main level, NEW w/w carpet on upper
level, NEW paint throughout!  LARGE WOOD DECK w/ Storage
shed, ICEMAKER Refrigerator, NEW dishwasher, window treat-
ments, washer/dryer, and MORE! Robinson HS District. Close to
all amenities. Quick Possession is OK & OWC Rental! Call Steve
Childress NOW  703-981-3277

LISTING YOUR HOME? CALL LONG AND FOSTER’S #1 OFFICE!
Call Dale Gabardy at 703-425-8000 • E-mail: gabardy@longandfoster.com

BETTY BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

JOEL LUTKENHOUSE
703-969-6442
Associate Broker
Accredited Buyer Agent
Life Member NVAR Million
 Dollar Sales Club

JOHN MOMM
703-250-6511

You Deserve a
Certified Residential

Specialist

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

CALL JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

DIANE SUNDT

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-503-1802, 703-503-1894

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with

Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producer

Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

with

703-615-4626

ANN & HAL GRAINGER, CRS
Assoc. Broker, 31+ Years of RE Experience

Top 1% Nationwide – Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producer

703-503-1870
ann.grainger@longandfoster.com

CHARLES SHAW
703-503-1826
charles.shaw@longandfoster.com
Search the MLS at
charlesNshaw.com

Looking For A Foreclosure?
Finding the right foreclosure property
(location, price, timing) is more art
than science. I specialize in finding
pre-foreclosure, foreclosure and REO
properties for both investors and
owner-occupants.

  Call if you are interested in:
• HUD and VA Properties

   • Conventional Foreclosures

West Springfield                                          $475,000
4 bdrms, 2 1/2 baths. Family room addition with gas FP.
Fully remodeled kitchen. LR has custom built-ins su
rounding FP. Hardwood flooring. Spacious deck with hot
tub. Cul-de-sac location.

READY TO BUY OR SELL
Visit www.charlesNshaw.com to:

Search the entire multiple listings.
Search for Foreclosures, short sales,

fixer-uppers-or regular sales.
Receive automatic

updates of properties.
WWW.CHARLESNSHAW.COM
Call Charles @ (703) 989-7169

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli
Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207
ronandsusanonline.com

Lorton                                                           $719,900
$20,000 Price Reduction!

Beautiful home with open floor plan with nearly 4,000 sq.
feet.  Hardwood floors, gourmet kitchen and more.
Minutes to Ft. Belvoir and I95.

For recorded information call 1-888-495-6207, Ext 230.

Springfield                                                   $550,000
Beautifully updated colonial backing to woods * 4 bedrms *
3 full baths * Hardwood floors * Gourmet kitchen * Newer
windows * 3 finished levels * Walkout rec rm w/wet bar *
Extensive decking w/hot tub *

Call Judy to visit @ 703-503-1885.

Burke / Burke Cove
$1,375 / mo.

SPACIOUS and FABULOUS
2BR/2BA first floor condo w/ private
patio backing to trees!  All new carpet
and freshly painted throughout!
Master bedroom suite with vanity /
dressing area, lots of closet space, and
updated bathroom!  Large 2nd bed-
room, perfect for a roommate!

Clifton/Plantation Hills                             $725,000
Can’t Be Beat!

Totally renovated Col., updated kitchen, baths, windows,
doors, Hdwd & ceramic flooring, 4BR, 3BA, office, 2 FPs, 2
car gar, 5 level acres. Close to VRE, Ffx. Cty. Pkwy. Light &
Bright! Also available for rent.

See this property at www.CliftonMLS.com.

Fairfax
$325,000
Lovingly

Maintained
This beautifully
maintained TH fea-
tures upgraded Kit
cabinets, newer appli-
ances, separate
LR/DR w/SGD to
brick patio & fenced
yard. Freshly painted,
newer carpet, replace-
ment windows, and
newer HVAC.

Clifton Area
$399,900

Gorgeous 1.44 acre lot
* Updated eat-in
kitchen w/cherry cabi-
nets, granite counters,
ss apliances, tile flr *
Family rm w/brick fpl *
W/O rec rm * Crown
molding throughout *
Updates: triple pane
windows, architectural

shingle roof, HVAC, doors, recessed lights, baths * 35’x12’
screened porch, 20’x15’ deck, access ramp, play area, paver
brick driveway & walk *

Call Judy to visit @ 703-503 1885.

Alexandria                                                   $539,000
4573 Shetland Green

Lovely 3 BR/2.5 BA home located in Pinecrest Golf community.
Big eat-in kitchen.  Main level master bedroom and den could
be 4th bedroom. New carpet on main level.  Fantastic open floor
plan.  Livingroom has vaulted ceiling with 2 skylights.

Call Diane for more info or to see. 703-615-4626

RENTALS
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

Falls Church—TH—3/4br*3.5ba*3lev--$2195
Springfield—detached—4br*2.55ba*3lev--$2000
Oakton—TH—3br*2.55ba*3lev--$1895
Manassas—TH—3br*2.55ba*3lev*w/o basement--$1525

Call Buzz at 703-503-1866
for an appointment.

Fairfax
$524,900

Gorgeous 4 Level
Split in popular
Kings Park West, a
quiet neighborhood
with lots of charm.
The lovely tree-
lined street gives
you the feel of
country living close

in. This beauty features 4 BRs, 3 Full Baths, located on a
quiet cul-de-sac. Remodeled Kitchen & Baths, Hardwood
floors, Gas Fireplace & much more.
Call Sheila Adams for a private showing 703.503.1895

FO
R
 R

EN
T

slot 5 (to come)

www.lutkenhouse.com
•Database of current

Northern Virginia listings.
•Prospect for a home:

receive results via email.
•Market activity for

selected subdivisions.

Clifton                                                        $1,099,900
Quality Built Rambler!

5 acre estate property close to historic Clifton. Built in con-
temporary style w/lots of light, this spacious home has
4BR, 3BA, office, 4 fireplaces. All bedrooms on main level!

See this property at www.CliftonMLS.com

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

O
P
EN

S
U
N
D
AY

 1
-4

OP
EN

 H
OU

SE

CYNDEE JULIANJIM WHITFIELD and

cyndee@longandfoster.com
703-503-1830

Success Built on Trust through Excellent Service!


